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that it be able to have a broad enough 
scope to sustain itself. 

And so this measure provides for the 
extension of the House Child Care Cen-
ter to a third category, which would 
assume its position below the others in 
terms of a prioritization of admittance 
of students, and that would be children 
of other employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment, i.e., the executive branch. 
This expansion of eligibility was re-
quested by the board of directors, sup-
ported by the chief administrative offi-
cer and as evidence of our general sup-
port here on the floor of the House 
today. 

As I said, there is no direct subsidy 
from the House of Representatives 
today, and, frankly, the budget for the 
House Child Care Center is one that is 
very tight. It performs a needed and 
very useful service to the legislative 
branch, and we would not just want 
this useful and needed service to fail 
because of our failure to extend it to 
other areas of the Federal Government. 
When a request for this change was 
made, the board of directors wrote this: 
‘‘If we are allowed to fill vacancies 
with children of other Federal agen-
cies, our budget will be augmented, 
more children and families will get 
high quality services, and no House 
family will be worse off. This new pol-
icy, then, will produce lots of winners 
and no losers.’’ 

It seems to me that a Child Care Cen-
ter closely associated with the place of 
work is a winner to begin with, but it 
also must be financially viable. The 
step that we take with this bill today 
ensures indeed that we will continue to 
be winners. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 5 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill, a 
timely bill, and hopefully every Mem-
ber will support it. The House is indeed 
fortunate to have such an excellent 
Child Care Center. At present, Mr. 
Speaker, the center is open only to 
children of employees of the legislative 
branch, with Members and employees 
of the House having priority. Numer-
ous Members and staff have entrusted 
their children to the center over the 
years. My own granddaughter Judy, as 
a matter of fact, when my daughter 
was working here was at the Child Care 
Center and she was enriched immeas-
urably by that experience. The House 
Child Care Center is a wonderful place, 
and I wish there were many more like 
it for parents across the country who 
desperately need safe, reliable, high 
quality child care. 

The House center, which occupies 
space in the Ford House Office Build-
ing, receives no direct appropriations. 
Except for its space, utilities and bene-
fits for its staff who are House employ-
ees, the center must sustain itself 
through its tuitions. Like many child 

care centers, the House center has dif-
ficulty filling all its places for 3- and 4- 
year-olds. There is a long waiting list, 
Mr. Speaker, for infants and strong de-
mand for places for 1- and 2-year-olds. 
This is because new working parents 
without family-based child care alter-
natives often find few options for child 
care outside the home. However, as 
children approach the school age, other 
options become available to many par-
ents. These options may include free or 
low cost public preschool programs. 
Parents may enroll in prekindergarten 
programs that virtually assure later 
acceptance in a particular school. The 
arrival of younger siblings may render 
it more economical for one parent to 
stay home or to hire a nanny to care 
for children in the home, if that is fi-
nancially possible. For child care cen-
ters, the loss of 3- and 4-year-olds, who 
are the most profitable since child-to- 
adult ratios can be higher, has a great 
effect on the bottom line. 

This legislation will ease this prob-
lem for the House center by expanding 
the population it can serve to include 
employees of other Federal agencies. 
The center will continue to give first 
priority to children of the House, then 
to other legislative branch children. If 
places remain, however, available 
thereafter, it will then be offered to 
children of other Federal employees. 
This is a sensible move that will make 
the House center more efficient. It will 
ease the upward pressure on the cen-
ter’s tuition rates which are already 
frankly beyond the reach of many 
House employees. Equally important, 
it will make the benefits of the House 
Child Care Center available to Federal 
employees throughout the Washington 
region. There are undoubtedly numer-
ous Federal workers across this area 
who would appreciate the chance to en-
roll their children in the House Child 
Care Center. We should certainly offer 
them placements in our center that 
would otherwise go unfilled, and that is 
the key. We are simply providing for 
vacant spaces being available. We will 
not in any way compete with the House 
employees. 

Mr. Speaker, by strengthening the 
House Child Care Center, this bill is 
good for the House and other legisla-
tive branch employees who need child 
care. By expanding the eligible popu-
lation to include all Federal employ-
ees, it is good for Federal workers in 
this area and the government gen-
erally. I certainly rise in strong sup-
port of this legislation and ask for an 
affirmative vote. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of this bill, H.R. 3122 
that allows federal employees who do not 
work for the legislative branch to enroll their 
children in the House of Representatives Child 
Care Center. Every parent that works for the 
federal government should have access to 
quality child care. 

Child care is critical to the success of work-
ing families and to ensuring that every child 

enters school ready to learn. The need for 
child care has become a necessity for many 
parents. 

It is estimated that 65 percent of women 
with children younger than six, and 78 percent 
of women with children between the ages of 
six and 17 are in the work force. Almost 60 
percent of the women with infants are also in 
the work force. The majority of working 
women provide half or more of their family’s 
income. 

Every day, 13 million preschoolers, including 
six million babies and toddlers are in child 
care. Children enter child care programs as 
early as six weeks of age. 

Quality child care has a lasting impact on 
children’s well-being and ability to learn. Poor 
quality child care can result in delayed lan-
guage and reading skills. 

Many parents struggle to find affordable, 
quality child care because of the high costs. 
Full day care costs as much as $4000 to 
$10,000 per year—close to the cost of one 
year of public college tuition. 

The Child Care Center that serves the 
House of Representatives is a high quality 
center that currently benefits the children of 
employees of the House. This center offers 
the quality services that parents need, and this 
center should be made available for other em-
ployees of the Federal government. 

I urge my Colleagues to support this meas-
ure. All children deserve quality care early in 
life for a healthy start this bill will make these 
services available for more working families. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
THOMAS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3122. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1500 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of H.R. 3122, the bill just 
passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GOODLATTE). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF 4–H CLUBS 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
194) recognizing the contributions of 4– 
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